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Tax Moves to 
Make Now

wortH

the April tAx filing deAdline is ApproAching, but 
you still hAve time to mAKe some moves thAt could 

mAKe the tAsK A little eAsier – And less costly.

I f you haven’t yet started work on your 2010 taxes, I have 

some good news. Thanks to a holiday in Washington, 

D.C., you have three extra days to get your return to the 

Internal Revenue Service.

Even better, there are still some things you can do be-

tween now and April 18th to make tax time a little easier 

and possibly reduce your tax bill.

taxes, tHere’s an app for tHat

If you have a smartphone, you have tax help, information 

and even filing at your fingertips.

Intuit, maker of TurboTax, has taken the tax software 

mobile with the smartphone application SnapTax. Available 

for both iPhones and Androids, it uses image-recognition 

technology to read information from your W-2. After you an-

swer a few questions and review your return, hit “file now” 

and you’re done. 

You can download SnapTax for free, but it’ll cost you 

$14.99 when you use it to e-file your return. The one down-

side of SnapTax is that it’s available only taxpayers who file 

Form 1040-EZ and then only to those filers who make $80,000 

or less.

After you file, track the status of your return with IRS2Go, 

the IRS’s first venture into the mobile tax world. The app, 

free in both iPhone and Android iterations, will tell 

you when you can expect your refund. Or, if you’re 

still working on your return, IRS2Go offers tax tips.

by  s .   K ay  beLL



78  austinwoman  m a r c h   2 0 1 1

diCtionary of tax terms for 

ipHone and BlaCKBerry does just 

what its name indicates. It’s a reference for 

complex tax terminology.

dr. taxes for ipHone answers tax 

questions about deductions, deadlines and 

many other tax issues, culled from the most 

common tax-related questions. 

sHoeBoxed for ipHone helps you 

organize your receipts. Take photographs of 

the documents, add notations and categorize 

them so you won’t miss any deductible ex-

penses.

idonatedit for ipHone helps you 

track and value your noncash charitable dona-

tions. 

e-file, free file

If you’re not able or ready to file your taxes 

from your phone, you still have money-saving 

options. 

More than 70% of U.S. taxpayers last year 

e-filed and tax software manufacturers are 

making deals to lure customers. Many offer 

free tax preparation and free or nominal 

charge e-filing for taxpayers who use the com-

panies’ online products. In these cases, in-

stead of buying software and loading it onto 

your PC, you go to a company’s website and 

use the software there.

Free tax preparation and e-filing also is 

available through the IRS’s Free File program. 

This partnership between the government 

and tax software manufacturers who are 

members of the Free File Alliance is in its 

ninth year.

Free File is open to taxpayers with 2010 

adjusted gross income of $58,000 or less, re-

gardless of filing status. To ensure your no-

cost tax service, be sure to access the Free 

File website via the link on www.IRS.gov.

tend to your retirement

While most tax moves that could cut your 

2010 tax bill had to be made by the end of last 

year, there still are a couple of retirement-relat-

ed actions you can take now.

You have until the filing deadline, April 18th 

this year, to make IRA contributions that 

count for the 2010 tax year. 

You can contribute up to $5,000 to a tradi-

tional IRA, Roth IRA or combination of the 

two. If you’re age 50 or older, you can contrib-

ute up to $6,000. Remember, these are maxi-

mum amounts. If you made less than your 

contribution cap, then you can only contribute 

up to the amount of money you earned.

If you make an IRA contribution by the April 

deadline, be sure to tell the account manager 

which tax year the retirement contribution is for. 

Otherwise, the financial institution could as-

sume it’s for 2011 and report that to the IRS. This 

could pose problems if you had planned to take 

a deduction on your 2010 taxes. 

Contributions to a Roth IRA aren’t deduct-

ible, but the money is not taxed when with-

drawn in retirement. Each year, many tradi-

tional IRA owners convert those accounts to 

Roths to get future tax breaks. 

If you converted a traditional IRA to a Roth 

but have since changed your mind, you have 

time to reverse that decision. You have until 

Oct. 17 to move the amount converted to a 

Roth IRA back into a pretax account.

Now, are you ready to file your taxes? If 

you’re still not quite there, that’s OK. You still 

have plenty of time to use your smartphone to 

find the tax answers you need and make your 

retirement plan moves before you e-file your 

1040. 
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